
Power and Limits Within Reproductive Rights:

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
* It is the ability to decide whether or not to have children 

and when as it affects a woman’s socioeconomic well-being 
and health. Control of one’s reproductive life allows a greater 
rate of stability and career. 
HEALTHCARE KNOWLEDGE & AGENCY

* Capacity of individuals to act independently and make 
their own free choices
GENDER EQUITY

* Fairness of treatment for women and men according to 
respective needs in terms of rights, benefits, obligations, and 
opportunities. 
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

* Complete physical, mental, spiritual, political, economic, 
and social well-being of women and girls, and will be 
achieved when women and girls have the economic, social, 
and political power and resources to make decisions about 
own bodies, sexuality, and reproduction. 

BASED ON SIMILARITIES VS DIFFERENCES
China
• Unmarried women in China are penalized by the state for choosing to be a single 

mother.
• Women in China who are contemplating pregnancy care more about the attitudes of 

parents, as there is a cultural stigma towards single mothers.
• There is a link between an unmarried mother’s experience and the laws that restrict 

these pregnancies, which can stem from the problem of the imbalance sex ratio. 
• Censorship of women especially in the media – lack of representation

This comparison shows how the structure of society impacts the image of a whole 
population, ideologies, agency, and vulnerability. The misconceptions in generalized 
rights and “progress” of the world lead the need to examine further the fundamental 
rights entitled to every individual in particular in the concern of health. Through these 
pieces of evidence, there are tools of the construct (rights) that are part of a system 
that maintains structural violence. 
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Discussion

Women in  U.S. vs China

Conclusion

Purpose

Key Terms
Significance

There is a concern about whether or not people have the 
proper access to healthcare as it is part of a natural right. 
Power itself is a dynamic term that leads to multiple 
interpretations of relations between individuals, communities, 
or a nation. Reproductive rights are an example in which 
ideologies of power given to individuals giving the illusion to 
the general public that they have control over their bodies 
without the backlash from society. There are forms of 
resistance to this discourse caused by these generalizations
through reproductive justice, in which there is a realization 
of a need to look at a bigger picture in how to achieve the 
power for women to have control over their bodies. These 
illusions of power influence the degree of internalized 
stereotypes impacted on populations, which allow 
problematic structures to allude from the public eye. 

Similarities vs Differences

*Important factor is the incorporation of these abortion laws part of healthcare reform – for free and how this impact the access women have (reported)
* Insight in how stigma that surrounds abortion in both countries even with “choice”

United States
• Abortion laws are varying and are determined by the state. 
• Similarly women are denied these services and access to resources based off a system, 

which limits them from having this choice through socioeconomic and cultural factors. 
• Lack of representation of women in their own welfare similarly

• There is a need to understand whose rights and voices are being 
represented, and how much do these rights give power to agency. 

• This matters in global health in how we understand every development 
goals, and this focuses on how populations are impacted by this 
systematic structural violence. 

• Structural violence which are impacted by socioeconomic and cultural 
factors that influence quality of life.

• As seen through the figure above, the whole world is still impacted in 
access to proper care, inequity, coercion, and other factors. 

The definitive record of the legal status of abortion in countries across the globe


